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BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 2012-359 

JANET ARLINE WATSON 
10730 Potranco Road, Ste. 122-144 
San Antonio, TX 78251 DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 

Registered Nurse License No. 269168 . 

Respondent. [Gov. Code, §11520] 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On or about December 12, 2011, Complainant Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN, in 

her official capacity as the Executive Office]," of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of 

Consumer Affairs, filed Accusation No. 2012-359 against Janet Arline Watson (Respondent) 

before the Board of Registered Nursing. (Accusation attached as Exhibit A.) 

2. On or about August 31, 1976, the Board ofRegistered Nursing (Board) issued 

Registered Nurse License No. 269168 to Respondent. The Registered Nurse License was in:full 

force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 2012-359 and will 

expire on February 28,2014, unless renewed. 

3. On or about December 12, 2011, Respondent was served by Certified Mail copies 

oqhe Accusation No. 2012-359, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, Request for 

piscovery, and Discovery Statutes (Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and 11507.7) 

at Respondent's address of record which, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 136 

and California Code ofRegulations, title 16, section 1409.1, is required to be reported and 

26 maintained with the Board, which was and is: 

27 

28 

10730 Potranco Road, Ste. 122-144 
San Antonio, TX 78251. 
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4. Service of the Accusation was effective as a matter oflaw under the provisions of 

. Government Code section 11505, subdivision (c) and/or Business & Professions Code section 

124. 

5. On or about December 19, 2011, the domestic return receipt was returned by the 

U.S. Postal Service indicating a delivery of the aforementioned documents on December 15,
 

2011.
 

6. Government Code section 11506 states, in pertinent part: 

(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hearing on the merits if the 
respondent files a notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific 
denial of all parts of the accusation not expressly admitted. Failure to file a notice 
of defense shall constitute a waiver of respondent's right to a hearing, but the 
agency in its discretion may nevertheless grant a hearing. 

7. Respondent failed to file a Notice of Defense within 15 days after service upon
 

her of the Accusation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the merits of Accusation
 

No. 2012-359.
 

8. California Government Code section 11520 states, in pertinent part: 

(a) Ifthe respondent either fails to file a notice ofdefense or to appear 
at the hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express 
admissions or upon other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence 

.without any notice to respondent. 

9. Pursuant to its authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board fmds 

Respondent is in default. The Board will take action without further hearing and, based on the 

relevant evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this matter, as well as 

taking official notice ofall the investigatory reports, exhibits and statements contained therein on 

file at the Board's offices regarding the allegations contained in Accusation No. 2012-359, finds 

that the charges and allegations in Accusation No. 2012-359, ate separately and severally, found 

to be true and correct by clear and convincing evidence. 

10. Taking official notice of its own internal records, pursuant to Business and
 

Professions Code section 125.3, it is herebydetermined that the reasonable costs for
 

Investigation and Enforcement is $3,120.00 as ofMarch 1, 2012.
 

III 
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1 DETERMINATION OF ISSUES 

2 1. Based on the foregoing fmdings offact, Respondent Janet Arline Watson has
 

3 subjected her Registered Nurse License No. 269168 to discipline.
 

4 2. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default: 

5 3. The Board of Registered Nursing is authorized to revoke Respondent's Registered 

6 Nurse License based upon the following violations alleged in the Accusation which are 

7 supported by the evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this case. 

8 a. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2761, 

9 subdivision (a), on the grounds of incompetence as defmed by California Code ofRegulations, 

10 title 16, section 1443, in that on or about December 2 and December 3,2005, while employed as 

11 a registered nurse, Respondent failed to conduct proper skin assessment and breakdown 

12 prevention for her patient. 
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1 ORDER 

2 IT XS .SO QRDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 269168, heretofore issued to 

3 Respondent Janet Arline Watson, is revoked. 

.4 Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subd~visioIi (c), Respondent may serve a 

-written motion requesting thatthe Decision be vacated ,and stating the grounds relied on within 

6 seven (7) days aftef service of the Decision OIi Respondent. The agency in its' discretion may 

7 vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defined iIi the statute. 

8 This Decision shall beco~e effective on (l V&Vb4 fO! 0-0 l~ 

9 It is so ORDERED ~~ t '11 A '. ~ D l~ 
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80613828.DOC 
Dar Matter ID:SD2011801106 

Attachment: 
Exhibit :A:. Accusation" 

FOR THE BOARD 'OF REGISTERED NURSING 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

,~' ...~'iJ; 
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TeA.MALA D. HARRIs 
Attorney General ofCalifotnia 
LINDA K. SCHNEIDER 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
KAREN L. GORDON 
Deputy Atto.mey General 
State Bar No. 137969 

110 West "A" Street, Suite 1100
 
SanDiego,CA 92101
 
P.O. Box 85266
 
San Diego, •. CA 921a6~?~fi6·
 
Telephone: (q19)645-2Q73
 
Facsilllile: (619)64?~206l
 

Attorneysfor.Conrptaincmt 

nEFORETHE 
:
 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
 
DEPARTMENT OF CONsuMER AFFAIRS
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 

In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: 

JANETAI{LINE WATSON 
10730Potranco Ro~d, Ste;122-144 
San Arttonio,TX 78251..3327 

.Registered Nurse Licen.seNo.269168 

Case Woo ~~~-"5S4 

1\ cc lJ S AT ION 

Respondent.
16 11---..-.---------.........,--------------'
 
1.7 

18 COIllplamant alleges:
 

19 PAJRTIES .
 
I 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M,Ed.,RN(CoIl1plainant})bringsithisAccusationsdlelyin her 

21 .official capacity as the Executive Officer ofthe Board ofRegistere~Nursing, Departme:n.t of 

22 Consumer Affairs; 

23 2. On or about August31, 1976, theBoard of~egiSteredNUI'Sihg.issue.dRegistered 

24 Nurse License'Numbe~269168 to. Janet Arline Watson. (Respond.ent), The RegisteredN,"urse 

Licen.se was in full forceano. effect at all tim,esrelevanttothe charges brought herein and will 

------26-. xpir:e-on-Febmar-y-2.9-,-20-l2,-1ulless--rene,w.e.",,·'-----------.,---------1----

. 27 III
 

28 III
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JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Boar4 ofRegistered Nursing (Board), 

Department ofConsumerAffairs, under the authority of the follQwing laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 2750 of the Business and Professions Code (Code) provides, in 

pertinent part, thattheBoard may discipline any licensee,includinga licensee holding a 

temporary or an inactive license, for any reason providediriArticle 3 (commencing with section. 

2750) ofthe Nursing Practice Act. 

5. Section 2764 ofthe Code provides, inperthientpart,that the expiration ofa license 
r 

shall not deprive theBoard ofjurisdiction to proceed withadisqiplinary proceeding .against the 
, . 

licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on~e license. 

6. Section 2811 (b) ofthe Code provides, ill pertinentpart,that the Board may renew an 

expired license at anytime Within eight years after expiration, 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

7. Section 2761 oftlie Code states: 

The board may take disciplinary action againstacertifiydor lic.ensednurse or deny an 

appIiqationfor a certificate or license for any ofthe folIqWing: 

(a) Unprofessionalconduct, whichin,Cllldes, out is notlimiteCl to, the 
following:· ! 

(1) Incompetence, or grossllegligenc,b in carrying outllsualcertifiedor 
licensed nursillg filnctions.' .. 

REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

8... California Code ofRegulations, title 16, section 1442, states: 

As used in Section 2761 of the code,'igrossnegligence" includes an 
extreme departure from the standard of care which, under similar circumstances, 
would have ordinarily been exercised bya compe~ent registered nurse. Such an 
extremedeparture meanstherepeated failure to provide nursing care as requiredor 

------~2.6_H._--f-ai-lur-e--tG-p;t=Q..V-ide--care-or-to-exercise-:-ordina.q_PRdautionJn..a-.-Sin~~le<-!s77it"-"u~at~io,::,n"--,:w:,,:h~ic,,,,,h,-. I ~_-"--
the nurse knew, orshoilld have known, could havyjeopardized theclierit'shealth or 

27 life. 
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9. California Code. ofRegulations, title 16, section 1443 states: 

As used in Section 2761 of the code, ",incompetence" means the lackof 
possession ·of or the' failure to exercise that degree of learning, skill, care, and 
experience ordinarily possessed and exercised by acompetent registered nurse as 
described inSection 1443.5. . 

10. California Code ofRegulations, title 16, section 1443.5states: 

A registered nurse shalIbe considered.to be competent when he/she. 
consistently demonstrates the ability to ttansferscientific knowledge from social, 
biological and physical sciences in applying the nursing procelss~ as follows: 

. (1) Formulates a nursingdiagnosisth±ough observation ofthe client's 
physical.condition and behavior, and through interpretation of information obtained 
from the client and others, including the health team. 

. . 

(2) Formulates a care plan, in collaboration with the client, which· 
ensures that direct and indirect nursing care services provide for the client's safety, 
comfort,· hygiene; and protection,and for disease prevention and restorative measures. 

(3)Perfonns skills essential to the kind ofnursing action to be taken, 
explains the health treatment to the client and family and teaches· the client and family 
how to care·for the client's health needs.' . 

(4) .Delegates tasks to· subordinates based on the legal scopes·ofpractice 
ofthe subordinates and on the preparation and capability. needed in the tasks to be . 
~elegated,andeffectively supervises nursing care being given bi"·subordinates. 

(5) .Evaluates the effectiveness ofthe care plan tlrrough observation of . 
the client's physical condition and behavior, signs;an.dsymptOIIlSofillness, and 
reactions to treatmentandthtough communication with the client and health team 
members, and modifies,the plan as needed. 

(6) Acts as the client's advocate,as CITCllIIlstallCes require, by initiating 
actiolltQ improve health care. or, to change decisions or activities which are against the 
interests or wishes of the client, and by giving the pUent the opportunity to make 
inforr:neddecisions abc)Uthealthcare before it is provided. 

COST RECOVERY 

11. $ection 125.3 ofthe Code provides, in pertinentpart, that the 

Boa:rdIRegistrarlDirectormayrequest the administrative law judge to dir.ect a licentiateJound.to. 

have committed a violation or violations 0 f the lice~ing act to pay a sumnot to .exceed the 

reasonable costs of the investigation aild enforcement of'the case. 

/11 

II/ 
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FACTS' 

12. In and around November and December of2005, Respondent worked as a traveling 
I 

nurse empjoyed by AMN healthcare and. contracted to yr,;;ork on thy medical-surgical floor at 

Saddleback Memorial Medical Center (Saddleback). 

13. Oil or about November 29, 2005,patientlP,;an80 year old male, was admitted to 
• I 

Saddle~ack for¢lecdv'e bilateraltbta1 kneereplaceinepl!n;rrgery. Be had been having progressive 

bilateral knee pain that was Don-'1'espOnslve to conservat~ve care. 

14. JP had a, history ofhypertensioIl, atrial fibri4ation, diabetes controlled by oral agents, 

and coronary artery dlseasefor which he had bypass surgery, stents, and a pacemaker; JP also 

had a history ofprostate carcinoma an!iaprostatectomyfrom which he. suffered urinary 

incontinence.. 

15; On or about November 29,2005, surgery was performed on JP and he was admitted 

to themedical~surgicalunit. JP was placed in bilateral cbntinuous passivemotion (CPM) 

machines for six hours adaytoassistin.thelllobilityoffis extremities post operatively. JPalso 
I . 

had TED hose and sequetitialcompression.dev1C¢s (SCI)). JP had periods of confusion when he 

refusedmedicatiol1sandrefused.tobe repositioned as well as poor nutritional intake. 

16. Ollor about Decembet2, 2b05ab.clbeceIDb~r 3,2005, Respqnclent providedhursing 

care to JP. 

1917. Nursing notes frgm November 29, 2005 to J.)ecember 3,2005, indicate that the only 

pain mentioned is in relationship to the surgical sites on iJP's knees. 
. . 

21 18. Thereis no mention of skin problems on December 2,2005. 

22 19; On orabontDecemberJ, 2005at1020, ResPondent noted thalJP had Stage! 

23 reddened areas across hisleft buttocks. 

24 20. On or about December 3, 2005 at 1430, JPWastransferred to ,the rehabilitation unit. 

Upon JP's arrival to the rehabilitation unit, Registered Nurse KFconducted a skin risk assessment 

_____---"-26_ ofJP. KF fOUildand documented with photos, eight different Stage I and Stage II pressure ulcers 

27 Oil bothbf.JP's heels, bilateral Achilles tend6n areas, left thigh, and bilateral buttocks. 

28 Ii I 
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FIRST CAUSE. FOR DISCIPLINE1 

(Incompetenc~)2
 

3
 21. R~spoIldent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2761, subdivision (a),
 

4
 onthe grounds of incompetence a~ defined by Californi~Code ofRegulations, title 16, section 

1443, in that on or about December2 and December 3, 2005, whileemploye~ as a registered 

6
 nurse, Respondent. failed to conduct proper skin assessment and breakdown prevention for JP, as
 

7
 is more fully described in paragraphs 9-20, abov~.
 

8
 PMnR 

9
 WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a heari¥gbe held on the matters herein alleged, 
i
 

and thatfollowingth~ heating,the Board. ofRegistered ~ursingissue a. decision:
 

11
 1. Reybkingor stlsp~llding;R~gistered NurseLicenseN"umher269168, issued to Janet 

12 Arline Watson 

1-3 2. Ordering Janet Arline Watson to pay theBo~rd ofRegistered Nursing the reasonable 

14 costs ofthe investigation' and enforcemen.t of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 1253; 

16 3. Takingsuchothet and.furtheractionas deemed necess~ryand.ptoper.
 

17
 

18
 
DATED: beeevv\'~ l~,"2o.tl 

19
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23
 SD2011801106
 
805729I3.doc
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_____--<.,2.-6_,_, I
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